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Divine providence certainly smiled upon the 
56th annual conference of the Association of 
Christian Librarians in West Palm Beach, FL 
June 11-15, 2012. We were spared any early 
tropical storms and torrential rains. As a matter 
of fact, there were very few rain drops at all. 
Considering the humid, subtropical climate of 
southeast Florida, the temperature was rather 
mild. Florida lived up to its reputation of being 
the Sunshine State quite well.
There were a total of two hundred and four 
conference registrants which included fifty 
first-time attendees. Attendees came from 31 
states including the Aloha state of Hawaii and 
from 5 Canadian provinces. Approximately 
125 institutions were represented by attendees. 
In addition, there were about 26 guests, mainly 
spouses, who enjoyed the Florida setting.
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Bob Triplett
Host Librarian
April VanPutten
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Unless otherwise noted, all 
photos appearing in this article 
are courtesy of the ACL 
Conference photographer, 
Creighton Hippenhammer.   
Thanks, Creighton!
Reflections on the 2012 Oceans of 
Opportunity Conference
The biggest “bug” in 
Florida. I wonder how 
many librarians we 
could fit in this VW, 
with Doug Fruehling, 
Anne-Elizabeth 
Powell, Beryl Pagan, 
Erin McCoy, Robyn 
Reid and Robin Lang! 
(Photo by Megan 
Nance)
Cristina Serafini, a first time 
attendee from Brazil.
Debra Mattingly enthusiastically joins in the Sailfish chant.
The conference keynote speakers, Sue Polanka 
and Dr. David Dockery were well received by 
the attendees. Polanka addressed the audience 
on the topic of eBooks in libraries and Dockery 
spoke on opportunities for Christian higher 
education in academia, both very relevant 
topics in today’s institutions.  In addition to 
the keynote sessions, we were able to offer 36 
one-hour presentations given by members 
in the areas of administration, librarianship, 
technical services, reference/instruction, access 
services and technology/internet. Three pre-
conferences were offered this year: ABHE 
Accreditation, Book Arts 101 at the Jaffe 
Center, and Fund Raising. 52 attendees were 
present for the pre-conference workshops. 
There were 23 vendors represented at this 
year’s conference, and we are excited to see this 
number grow over the past few years.
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Keynoter Dr. David Dockery, President of Union 
University, speaking on “Opportunities for Christian 
Higher Education in the Academic Marketplace.”
Jaffe Center for Book Arts Preconference attendees with Mr. Arthur H. Jaffe, founder, and 
Mr. John Cutrone, director. (Photo supplied by Max Burson)
ACLers like Dale Jensen and Debora 
Stewart enjoy their ice cream sundaes.
Sunglasses, Ice cream, and Florida!
Conference Program Director, Brent 
Etzel interacts with Keynote Speaker, 
Sue Polanka prior to her keynote 
address: “Blue Ocean Strategies for 
the Promotion of E-Resources.”
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An early morning prayer walk along the 
intra-coastal waterway led by Anthony 
Verdesca. (Photo by Deborah McConkey)
A beautiful sunrise over the intra-coastal waterway and 
Palm Beach welcomes the early morning prayer walk 
participants. (Photo by April VanPutten) Nancy Brown enjoys a little Florida sun 
and surf. (Photo by Deborah McConkey)
Dr. Terriel Byrd from the PBA School 
of Ministry ably spoke on the leadership 
characteristics of Dr. Billy Graham.
Alison Jones accepts the 
Volunteer of the Year award 
from April VanPutten, ACL 
Conference Manager. Alison is a 
great asset to the association and 
her hard work and dedication is 
appreciated by all.
Barbara Thomas looks at a poster presented 
by Joshua Avery on balancing library 
outreach, access, and safety.
This year the conference team partnered with 
CILA (Commission for International Library 
Advancement) to form the Haiti Book Project. 
Our goal was to raise $2,000 to help put books 
in the hands of Haiti’s children. This project 
was headed up by Cheri dú Mee, who helped 
identify 10 schools in Haiti that were in need 
of books for their library. We partnered with 
two publishers of Haitian Creole children’s 
books to provide a 30 book collection to these 
10 schools. With everyone’s help, we were able 
to raise $2,439 and members contributed 67 
books to send to Haiti. Due to a phenomenal 
discount from one of the publishers, we were 
able to not only supply these schools with the 
30 book collection, but also DVDs of The 
Story of Jesus for Children, plus copies of a 
Jesus Storybook Bible in Haitian Creole. We 
were very excited about the partnership with 
CILA for a conference-wide service project 
and overwhelmed by your support.
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Conference attendees take 
a moment to smile during 
a meeting.
Chris Lovell instructs the workshop 
presenters on how to use the technology 
offered by PBA.
Attendees enjoy a member presentation during the conference.
Tami Robinson, 
Rory Patterson, and 
Ruth Kinnersley 
take questions at the 
conclusion of the LAS 
meeting. (Photo by 
Max Burson)
Robyn Reid, Denise Denison, and Kathy 
Seidler, with Beryl Pagan accompanying, did a 
beautiful job of leading music for devotions.
Of the 164 who completed the conference 
evaluation survey there were nearly 85% who 
in response to the question, “Overall, I would 
rate this conference as…” said, “Excellent,” 
nearly 15% who said, “Good,” and 0.6% who 
indicated “Needs Improvement.”
There were many positive comments including 
these:
•	 I	felt	like	royalty.
•	 Most	years	everything	is	GREAT	and	this	
year was exceptional.
•	 The	PBA	folks	were	the	epitome	
of hospitality –warm, gracious, and 
welcoming.
•	 Hospitality	was	over	the	top.	Venue	was	
inspiring. Very well planned to the last 
detail.
•	 This	one	was	perfect.
•	 A	really	unequalled	experience	as	far	as	
conference goes.
•	 Palm	Beach	Atlantic	has	certainly	set	the	
bar.
•	 Content	wise	this	is	the	best	ACL	
Conference I’ve been to.
ACL conference attendees will literally be 
going “from sea to shining sea” between 2012 
and 2013. From the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
the Association of Christian Librarians annual 
conference is certainly where the action is.  
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Alison Jones, Darcy Gullacher, 
Pamela Meredith, Roger and 
Janet van Oosten at the Banquet 
at the Norton Museum of Art. 
(Photo by Deborah McConkey) Mr. Hot Pepper from Montego Bay, 
Jamaica was a big hit with his steel 
drums and tropical music. 
Nancy Olson and Leslie 
Starasta presented a poster 
session called Mobile App 
Development: Riding the 
Waves. (Photo by Deborah 
McConkey)
The Warren Library atrium was a perfect setting for a paper airplane flying 
contest after the opening reception.
Who said college 
librarians can’t have fun 
flying paper airplanes 
after hours? (Photo by 
Megan Nance)
